
~65%~20% ~26 M

Earlier
detection

Evidence-based 
therapy

Equitable access across 
communities

Lung Health remains one of the most urgent and addressable public health 
challenges in the United States, underscoring a persistent and unmet need.

Earlier detection and integrated lung care can improve outcomes and reduce avoidable system burden.

Lung Diseases Don’t Exist in Silos—However, Care Systems Often Do

LungHealth, Unified recognizes shared risks, pathways, and solutions across lung disease—
with a focus on lung cancer and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)—to advance:
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This integrated approach can close care gaps across the lung health journey—from risk 
identification to diagnosis, treatment, and long-term management.

Connecting COPD and lung cancer pathways can enable smarter, earlier intervention.

Primary care can be the front 
door for lung health.7

Individuals with COPD have an 
increased risk of developing lung 

cancer.8

~40% of lung cancer patients 
have COPD, often undiagnosed.9

Lung cancer causes

of all cancer deaths,

1 in 5
yet fewer than

eligible adults receive 
screening.1,2

Early detection saves lives:

Survival is

when lung cancer is 
detected early (localized) vs

~30%
overall.1

COPD affects

~60%
of people with COPD receive

expert-recommended 
therapy.3,4

Rural communities 
disproportionately 
bear a higher COPD 

prevalence and 
persistently higher lung 

cancer mortality.5.6

Americans (diagnosed and 
undiagnosed), yet less than

Why earlier detection, evidence-based 
therapy, and equitable access matter—now

An integrated approach to lung disease



What AstraZeneca 
is Doing

AstraZeneca works alongside clinicians, health systems, patients, and 
policymakers to help scale evidence-based LungHealth solutions.

From Evidence to Action: 
Advancing Lung Health at Scale

CALL TO ACTION

Early detection and AI-enabled 
screening
Supporting the use of advanced 
analytics and clinical decision tools.

Early detection and diagnostics support
Partnering on initiatives that support 
screening uptake and timely diagnostic 
follow-up.

Rural and underserved community 
engagement
Supporting community-based 
approaches that expand access.

Policy and systems collaboration
Working to reduce administrative, 
access, and affordability barriers.

Integrate lung care pathways 
to connect COPD and lung cancer pathways across 

referrals and transitions of care.

Embed lung cancer and COPD prompts 
to implement EHR-based prompts tied to referral 

and follow-up.10,11

Guide patient navigation after abnormal findings to 
ensure timely follow-up and continuity across lung 

care pathways.13

Ensure comprehensive lung health assessment at the 
point of care to routinely assess lung cancer risk and 
chronic lung disease together.7,8

Evaluate for COPD using appropriate testing
to identify undiagnosed COPD when patient presents 
with symptoms, confirm diagnosis, and guide 
management.9

Optimize expert-recommended COPD 

treatment to increase adoption of evidence-

based therapy to reduce exacerbations.12

Improve access to healthcare and treatment    by 
removing affordability barriers and investing in 
rural lung health infrastructure and navigation.

Eliminate cost sharing and prior
authorization for lung cancer screening and 
follow-up diagnostics.14

Ensure biomarker testing coverage to connect 
patients to the most appropriate treatment 
option

Hold health systems accountable through 
measures and incentives that support early 

detection and coordinated lung care.

Advance respiratory quality frameworks tied to 
accurate diagnosis, transitions of care, and 

expert-recommended therapy adoption.

Expand lung cancer screening eligibility criteria 
to reflect evolving evidence and high-risk 

populations.

Therapy & Quality LeadersPolicymakers

Healthcare Practitioners Health Systems

Improving
LungHealth requires 
accountable action 
across care, policy, 

and quality 
measures.
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